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Sunday Morning, July 7, 2002 

Before the Birth Announcement Series #2

“The Spiritual DNA of the Church”

DNA is the genetic material of all cellular organisms.  A molecule of DNA consist of two chains or strands composed of a large number of chemical compounds.

When I saw this – two chains – I immediately thought of the two strains that we feel is the bases of our church and the two strains that I believe has been the bases for all the “new” works of God.  Examine:

a.  Creation

John 1: 1 “In the beginning was the Word…”

Genesis 1:2 “And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”  In creation, we see the Spirit and the Word.

b.  The incarnation of Jesus

John 1: 14 “The Word became flesh…”

Luke 1: 34-35 “The Holy Spirit will come upon you…”

In the incarnation of Jesus, we see the Spirit and the Word

c. In new birth

In John 3, the spiritual new life is spoken of in forms of the metaphor of a birth and what does it require?  Spirit “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, but that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit.”  But also seed. And Luke 8 tells us the seed is the word of God.

d. In the new revelation of Jesus

Revelation 1 – John was “in the Spirit” on the Lord’s Day and he heard the voice of God.

So what are the two strains for the bases of our church – our Spiritual DNA?

I. The Word of God

A. Commitment to the absolute authority of Scripture

When the Scriptures speak, God speaks.  We should seek to do nothing contrary to the Scriptures.  If it forbidden in Scripture, then it should be forbidden by us.  If it is allowed in Scripture, then it should be allowed by us.  There are areas that the Scriptures do not speak about, and then we must make sure it does not contradict a teaching of the Word of God and then seek the wisdom of God.

I Timothy 4: 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 
I Timothy 4: 15 – “Meditate upon these things; give yourself wholly to them.”

B. Commitment to the whole of Scripture

Matthew 4: 4 “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”

Preaching today is mainly problem solving.  It is a God-called man in the pulpit trying to be a Christian physiologist.  I am fallen into that trap at times.  And I want to say that it is a very strong temptation for pastors and teachers today.  

This also speaks about knowing the Scriptures and not taking verses out of context. We have a lot today that are taking verses that sound good but do not understand the context they were given.

Acts 20:27 “For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.”
C. Commitment to the practice of the Scripture

The only purpose of preaching and teaching is not education, but transformation.  Truth that does not transform is not truth to you.  If its true, then you change to adhere to it.

The Word of God is not to be idolized, but utilized.

II Timothy 3: 17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness”

Change is permanent.  I’m scared of persons who don’t want to change because I don’t know if they are really following Christ.

There is one thing that is stronger than the Word of God  - the traditions of men.   Matthew 15: 16 “Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.
Truth never changes, but the form is changeable.

II. The Spirit of God

From the opening page of the Word of God we see the Holy Spirit’s work is to complete and sustain what God the Father has planned and what God the Son has begun.  

The Holy Spirit was at work generally pictured as completing, filling and giving life to God’s creation.  Genesis 1: 2, “the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters,” indicating a preserving, sustaining, governing function.  Psalm 104: 30 “When you send forth your Spirit, they are created.”

And at Pentecost, with the beginning of the new creation in Christ, it is the Holy Spirit who comes to grant power to the church.  

The Holy Spirit’s role:

1. To give life.

In the Old Testament, the same word for “Spirit” is “breathe.”  If we are spiritually breathing, then we have the Holy Spirit.

2. To give power for service.

Acts 1:8  “You shall receive power.”  The number one sign of the presence of the Holy Spirit in one’s life is power.

3. To give direction to God’s people 

Jesus was “driven by the Spirit” into the wilderness.  In Acts 8, he told Philip “to go up and join this chariot,” and in Acts 10 telling Peter to go with the three men who came to him from Cornelius’ household and in Acts 13 directing the church at Antioch to “set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

Then that same Spirit speaking of Paul in Acts 16:6-7 was “forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia” and “they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.”  Then in Acts 20 Paul says, “I am going to Jerusalem, bound in the Spirit, not knowing what shall befall me there.”  Paul did not think he had any other choice and referred to it as being “bound in the spirit.”

4. To appoint leadership in the church

Acts 13 speaking to the church in Antioch “set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

And Paul could say that the Holy Spirit had established the elders of the Ephesian church in their office because he said, “Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.”

5. To grant us the very presence of God.

We are told “not to grieve the Holy Spirit” Ephesians 4:30 and “do not quench the Holy Spirit”  I Thess. 5:19.  There is a judgment for those who do and that is that God is not as evident in their lives.

But when there is obedience to the Spirit, the Holy Spirit will be present to bring great blessing.  At Pentecost, the Spirit was “poured out” and he now “dwells with all believers entrusting gifts to them and making their very bodies to be temples of the most High God.

The very essence of what it means to have the Spirit is to have the very essence and presence of God.  

All is vain unless the Spirit of the Holy One Comes Down

Don’t let it be said of us what was said in Galatians 3: 3 “Having begun with the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh?”

Because of this, I am committing myself to two things:

1. Verse by verse preaching of the Word of God

2. Dependence on the Spirit of God

Then the Spirit of God will bear witness to the Word of God.







